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Boston,  Mass.,  February  1,  1898. 

Hon.  Josiah  Quincy, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 

Sir  :  The  Cemetery  Department  of  the  city  of  Boston  re* 
spectfully  submits  its  report  of  the  affairs  of  this  department 
for  the  fiscal  year  of  1897-98. 

The  financial  year  of  this  department  for  the  past  year 
must  necessarily  be  divided  into  two  periods,  as  from  Janu- 
ary 31,  1897,  to  May  30, 1897,  a  portion  of  the  work  was 
carried  on  as  the  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  Department,  while 
the  care  of  the  old  cemeteries  was  under  the  Board  of  Healths 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  together  with  all  other  burial 
grounds  owned  by,  and  in  charge  of,  the  city  of  Boston, 
passed  into  the  control  of  a  Cemetery  Department  by  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature,  chapter  875,  of  the  year  1897. 

From  the  app^jmtment  of  the  Cemetery  Commissioners, 
in  accordance  with  this  Act,  to  the  first  of  February,  1898, 
constitutes  the  period  of  the  financial  year  for  which  this  de= 
partment  is  accountable. 

The  present  Board  of  Commissioners  were  appointed  in 
May,  1897,  and  three  members  of  the  present  commission 
were,  when  appointed,  serving  as  Trustees  of  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery,  and,  as  such  trustees,  were  appointed  May  1, 1897. 

The  Act  of  the  Legislature  establishing  the  Cemetery  De- 
partment of  the  city  of  Boston  is  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Boston  a  cemetery 
department,  which  shall  be  under  the  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees,  appointed  by  the  mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the 
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board  of  aldermen.  Said  trustees  shall,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven,  be  appointed,  one  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
one  for  the  term  of  two  years,  one  for  the  term  of  three  years,  one 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  one  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
each  term  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May  in  said 
year ;  and  annually  thereafter  the  mayor  shall  appoint,  subject 
to  confirmation  as  aforesaid,  one  trustee  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  ap- 
pointment. Chapter  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  all  acts  relating  to 
departments  and  officers  of  departments  in  the  city  of  Boston 
shall,  so  far  as  applicable,  apply  to  said  department,  and  the 
officers  and  employees  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  shall  have  charge  of  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery and  of  all  other  burial-grounds  owned  by  or  in  charge  of  the 
city  of  Boston ;  shall  set  apart  and  appropriate  a  portion  of  said 
cemetery  as  a  public  burying-ground  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  city,  free  from  any  charge  therefor ;  shall  lay  out 
said  cemetery  in  suitable  lots  or  other  subdivisions  for  family  or 
other  burials,  with  necessary  paths  and  avenues ;  shall  plant  and 
embellish  the  said  cemetery  with  trees,  shrubs,  flowers  and  other 
rural  ornaments ;  may  enclose  and  divide  the  same  with  proper 
fences ;  may  erect  or  annex  thereto  suitable  edifices,  appendages 
or  conveniences ;  and  may  make  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions, not  inconsistent  with  statutes  or  ordinances,  as  they  may 
deem  advisable ;  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  relative  to 
such  cemetery  and  said  burial-grounds  as  the  city  council  may 
from  time  to  time  prescribe.  All  acts  and  all  ordinances  of  said  city 
relating  to  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  shall,  so  far  as  they  are  not 
inconsistent  herewith,  apply  to  said  department  and  the  officers 
in  charge  thereof. 

Sect.  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

The  burial-grounds  and  cemeteries  wliicli  are  either  owned 
by  or  in  charge  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  as  follows : 

.1 

Mount  Hope  Cemeteky. 

Located  in  West  Roxbury  District,  about  five  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  city  proper.  Additional  land  with  dwell- 
ing-house and  other  buildings  on  Berry  street,  bought  in 
1878  for  $4,500,  containing  two  acres,  and  two  lots  of  land 
on  Berry  street,  purchased  in  1877  for  f 856.59,  containing 
12,237  feet;  making  total  contents  107  acres  and  1,347  feet. 
House  occupied  by  the  superintendent  of  the  cemetery  is 
owned  by  the  city. 
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City  Proper. 

Copp's  mil,  88,800  square  feet. 

King's  Chapel,  Tremont  street,  19,200  square  feet. 

Granary,  Tremont  street,  81,900  square  feet. 

Central,  Common,  60,200  square  feet. 

South,  Washington  street,  75,000  square  feet. 

ROXBURY. 

Eliot  G-round,  Eustis  street,  30,082  square  feet. 
Warren  Ground,  Kearsarge  avenue,  54,500  square  feet. 

South  Boston. 
Hawes,  16,800  square  feet. 

East  Boston. 
Bennington  street,  157,500  square  feet. 

Charlestown. 

Bunher  Hill,  Between  Elm  and  Polk  streets,  48,000  square 
feet. 

JPhipps  street,  76,740  square  feet. 

Dorchester. 

North,  Upham's  Corner,  135,036  square  feet. 
/South,  Dorchester  Lower  Mills,  87,120  square  feet. 

West  Roxbury. 

Centre  street,  39,450  square  feet. 
Walter  street,  39,216  square  feet. 

Brighton. 

Evergreen,  602,230  square  feet. 
Market  street,  18,000  square  feet. 

City  Tombs. 

Twenty-five  in  the  South  Burial  Ground ;  one  in  Phipps 
Ground,  Charlestown;  one  tomb  for  infants  in  South 
Burial-ground ;   one  tomb  for  infants   and  one  for  adults 
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in  the  Copp's  Hill  Burial-ground ;  one  for  adults  and 
one  for  infants  in  the  Granary  Burial-ground;  one  for 
infants  in  the  Chapel  Burial-ground ;  one  in  the  Central 
Burial-ground  for  infants ;  two  receiving  tombs  at  East 
Boston;  one  receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester,  North;  one 
receiving  tomb  in  Dorchester,  South ;  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Evergreen  Cemetery,  Brighton ;  and  one  receiving  tomb  in 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 


MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY. 


The  usual  work  for  the  proper  care  of  the  grounds  and  so 
much  labor  and  expenditure  as  the  appropriation  would 
allow  for  the  developing  of  new  ground  for  lots  and  graves, 
together  with  the  necessary  work  for  ornamental  purposes, 
care  of  avenues  and  walks  has  been  carried  on.  The  unex- 
pended .balance  of  the  special  appropriation  made  during 
the  year  1896  for  water-works,  etc.,  amounting  to  12,990,  has 
been  used  during  the  present  season  in  the  erection  of  a  new 
greenhouse. 

The  greenhouse  is  of  even  span  construction,  100  feet  by 
25  feet  outside,  with  one  end  adjoining  old  range,  and  vesti- 
bule entrance  on  other  end. 

The  greenhouse,  with  heating  apparatus,  piping  and  stone 
benches  was  furnished  above  the  ground  under  a  contract, 
approved  by  the  Mayor,  for  12,700. 

The  underpinning  and  foundation,  the  brick  wall  and  the 
cemented  walks  were  furnished  by  the  department. 

The  greenhouse  is  of  iron-frame  construction,  resting  on 
a  brick  foundation ;  the  structure  is  roomy  and  in  good 
taste ;  it  faces  on  one  of  the  main  avenues,  and  is  a  decided 
addition  in  every  way  to  the  equipment  of  the  department, 
affording  much  needed  room  and  facilities  for  the  care  and 
growth  of  plants  and  the  shrubs  needed  for  ornamentation  of 
the  grounds  in  the  summer  season. 

The  other  greenhouses  are  old  and  of  wood.  The  action 
of  steam  has  rotted  the  wood  frames  and  foundations  of  these 
houses  and  they  should  be  immediately  replaced ;  they  are 
neither  safe  nor  fit  for  the  purposes  of  propagating  plants. 
Two  of  them  are  propped  from  the  outside,  and  a  heavy  fall 
of  snow  on  the  sashes  is  liable  to  break  in  the  roofs. 

They  contain  many  valuable  plants,  and  such  a  catastrophe 
in  cold  weather  would  entirely  ruin  the  stock,  which  could 
not  be  replaced  for  a  large  sum. 


Cemetery  Department. 


6 


The  heating  apparatus  in  the  older  houses  has  been  in 
place  many  years  ;  the  piping  is  rusty  and  unreliable.  Fre- 
quently leaks  occur,  but  fortunately  none  of  them  have 
occasioned  any  serious  damage. 

The  wooden  houses  should  be  discarded,  and  new  ones  of 
iron  frames  erected  in  their  places,  equipped  with  safe  and 
reliable  heating  apparatus. 

More  greenhouse  room  is  needed  to  grow  sufficient  stock 
for  the  ornamentation  of  the  grounds.  Formerly  only  the 
needs  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  were  necessary  to  consider  ; 
at  present.  Evergreen  and  other  cemeteries  require  shrubs 
and  plants  for  ornamentation,  and  orders  are  received  from 
lot  owners  to  decorate  lots  in  many  of  the  cemeteries. 

It  is  much  cheaper  to  grow  the  needed  stock  than  to  pur- 
chase it.  The  present  facilities  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
requirements,  though  every  available  space  is  used. 

The  department  is  obliged  to  fill  such  orders  and  should 
have  the  facilities  to  do  so.  The  income  from  this  source 
is  considerable,  apart  from  the  need  of  plants  for  ornamen- 
tation. 

General  Funds. 

In  February,  1897,  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  was  made 
for  the  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  Department.  On  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Cemetery  Department  $6,000  was  transferred 
from  the  Board  of  Health  funds  to  the  unexpended  balance 
of  the  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  Fund,  making  in  all,  available 
to  the  department,  $41,000,  less  $13,549.05,  already  spent  in 
care  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

Added  to  this  was  the  income  derived  from  the  Perpetual 
Care  Fund,  amounting  to  $2,167. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  a  transfer  of  $999.30  was 
made  to  the  department  from  surplus  revenue. 

The  total  sum  appropriated  for  the  uses  of  the  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  Department,  and  the  Cemetery  Department 
for  the  fiscal  year  amounts  to  $41,999.30. 

In  addition  to  this  amount,  the  other  sources  of  income 
from  the  sale  and  care  of  lots,  interments,  building  of  foun- 
dations, sale  of  plants  and  shrubs,  construction  of  brick 
graves,  and  charge  for  opening  of  tombs  and  sundries,  has 
afforded  a  revenue  of  $22,597.16,  which  sum  has  been  turned 
into  the  City  Treasury,  and  has  not  been  available  for  the 
purposes  of  this  department,  though  earned  by  it. 

Management  of  the  Department. 

The  finances  and  general  management  of  the  department 
are  under  the  control  of  the  members  of  the  Commission,  who 
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are  represented  by  a  general  superintendent,  having  control 
over  the  employees'  labor  and  the  department  property.  The 
general  superintendent,  Mr.  James  H.  Morton,  has  his  head- 
quarters at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  and  directs  funerals  and 
keeps  an  accurate  record  of  all  interments  in  that  cemetery, 
together  with  the  location  and  transfer  of  bodies,  and  is,  in 
all  he  does,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commission,  and  re- 
sponsible to  it  for  his  acts. 

The  General  Superintendent  receives  an  annual  salary  of 
$2,500,  and  is  provided  with  a  house  situated  in  the  grounds 
at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  in  which  he  is  required  to  reside. 

The  duties  of  this  position,  having  in  charge  the  general 
superintendence  of  all  the  cemeteries,  are  arduous,  and  re- 
quire prompt  and  careful  attention. 

Since  Mr.  Morton's  appointment  to  the  position  of  general 
superintendent,  he  has  filled  the  office  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  the  department,  and  has  been  of  great  service  in  its 
organization  and  the  conduct  of  its  work. 

The  Board  employs  a  secretary  with  an  office  in  City  Hall, 
whose  duties  are  clerical,  and  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  an  act  of  the  legislature  keeps  the  records  of  the 
Board  and  has  control  of  all  documents,  maps,  papers  and 
general  information  pertaining  to  the  department. 

The  present  secretary  is  Miss  Nellie  V.  Norton. 

The  largest  cemetery  under  the  control  of  this  Commis- 
sion is  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  with  an  area  of  106  acres.  The 
other  cemeteries  are  scattered  throughout  the  city,  and  a 
large  force  of  men  is  required  to  perform  the  various  kind  of 
work  necessary  to  maintain  a  proper  standard  of  care. 

The  work  of  this  department  necessarily  covers  a  great 
many  details,  and  involved  questions  concerning  burial  rights 
and  privileges  are  continually  arising. 

In  Mount  Hope  and  Evergreen  Cemeteries  undeveloped 
land  has  to  be  prepared  for  lots,  the  sale  of  which  constitutes 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  earnings  of  the  department. 

In  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  the  interments  for  the  past  year 
wete  as  follows  :  — 

In  private  lots  and  graves    .       .       .  .652 

In  Section  C  442 

In  Section  D  624 

In  Receiving  Tomb     .       .       .       .  .28 

Making  a  total  of  .       .       .  1,746 

Thirty-three  (33)  lots  were  sold  during  the  year  and 
seventeen  (17)  lots  originally  sold  without  perpetual  care 
were  placed  in  perpetual  care. 
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There  is  in  this  cemetery  ready  for  sale  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  (13T)  lots,  prices  ranging  on  the  same  from 
$145  to  f600,  which  includes  perpetual  care. 

During  the  past  year,  one  private  tomb  has  been  erected, 
and  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  (184)  monuments  and 
tablets. 

The  total  number  of  interments  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 
to  February  1,  1898,  amounted  to  fifty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  (53,770). 

From  the  interments  during  the  past  year,  it  can  be  in- 
ferred that  it  requires  a  large  force  of  men  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  cemetery.  A  great  number  of  lots  are  in 
perpetual  care,  and  require  proper  attention. 

The  department  keeps  horses  and  teams  to  do  its  work. 

From  the  appended  classified  list  of  expenditures,  it  will 
be  seen  how  large  a  percentage  of  the  appropriation  has 
been  expended  in  labor.  At  times  for  financial  reasons,  it 
has  been  impossible  to  employ  force  enough  to  do  all  that 
might  with  profit  and  propriety  have  been  accomplished. 

The  conduct  of  the  department  has  been  one  of  economy, 
which  has  been  necessitated  by  the  great  amount  of  impera- 
tive work  required  and  the  small  amount  of  money  available. 

If  the  citizens  of  Boston  will  consider  the  number  of  ceme- 
teries and  the  various  kind  of  work  required,  they  can  readily 
understand  that  it  requires  a  careful  attention  to  detail  on 
the  part  of  the  department  to  accomplish  all  it  does  and  avoid 
a  deficiency  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Lot-holders  require,  and  rightfully  too,  a  high  standard  of 
care  for  lots  in  perpetual  care ;  the  lawns,  avenues  and  paths 
continually  call  for  attention  ;  trees  need  frequent  trimming  ; 
the  ornamental  beds  and  borders  have  to  be  refilled  with 
plants  from  time  to  time,  as  the  season  advances  ;  many 
funerals  occur  daily,  sometimes  at  the  same  hour ;  all  these 
are  facts  and  must  be  accomplished  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  a  sufficient  corps  of  laborers. 

Chaeges. 

A  uniform  schedule  of  charge,  covering  all  grades  of  labor, 
has  been  established  applicable  to  all  cemeteries.  Estimates 
will  be  furnished  for  special  work  by  the  General  Superin- 
tendent. 

Snow  and  Ice. 

The  department  is  obliged  to  remove  the  snow  and  ice 
from  sidewalks  abutting  on  the  various  cemeteries. 
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The  Street  Department  does  this  under  an  agreement 
covering  the  entire  winter  season  for  five  hundred  (500) 
dollars  which  sum  is  transferred  in  payment  of  said  service 
to  the  Street  Department. 

The  department  thinks  it  advisable  to  refer  to  certain  of 
the  cemeteries,  and  mention  their  separate  needs  in  a  general 
way. 

Space  prevents  an  elaborate  description  of  these  various 
grounds.  Specific  information  can  be  obtained  by  those  in- 
terested on  application  at  the  ofiice  of  the  department. 


EVERGREEN  CEMETERY. 


Evergreen  Cemetery  is  situated  on  Commonwealth-avenue 
extension,  near  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  Brighton. 

The  custodian  is  Charles  P.  Harding,  at  a  salary  of  one 
thousand  (1,000)  dollars  a  year. 

The  land  in  this  cemetery  was  bought  in  1848  by  the 
selectmen  of  Brighton  from  the  heirs  of  William  Aspinwall 
for  the  sum  of  four  thousand  twenty-three  and  seventy-five 
one  hundredths  (4,023.75)  dollars,  and  was  laid  out  as  a 
cemetery  of  the  town  of  Brighton,  and  remained  under  the 
control  of  said  town  until  it  was  annexed  to  Boston  in  1873. 

Since  that  time  the  cemetery  has  been  managed  by  the 
city  of  Boston. 

The  cemetery  grounds  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  Aspin- 
wall woods,  and  are  very  attractive  in  natural  features. 

The  cemetery  has  never  been  properly  nor  thoroughly  laid 
out,  and  requires  grading,  relaying  of  avenues  and  paths,  the 
preparing  of  lots  and  single  graves,  and  many  other  improve- 
ments. 

There  are  at  present  about  three  hundred  and  forty  (340) 
lot-owners  and  two  hundred  and  thirty  (230)  single  graves. 

The  commission  purpose  putting  the  cemetery  in  a  better 
and  more  attractive  condition,  and  has  already  adopted  an  ad- 
vanced system  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  grounds 
and  the  treatment  of  the  same. 

In  summer  four  (4)  men  on  an  average  are  employed  about 
the  grounds.    In  the  winter  and  fall  an  average  of  two  (2). 
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MARKET-STREET  BURIAL-GROUND. 


The  old  cemetery  on  Market  street,  known  as  the  Market- 
Street  Burial-ground,  is  under  the  control  of  the  custodian 
of  Evergreen  Cemetery. 

This  cemetery  was  acquired  in  1764,  and  contained  origi- 
nally about  half  an  acre  of  land.  When  Market  street, 
Brighton,  was  widened  in  1872,  a  part  of  the  cemetery 
grounds  known  as  the  Old  Market-street  Cemetery  was 
seized,  and  aboiit  one  hundred  and  fifty  bodies  removed  to 
Evergreen  Cemetery  and  interred  there. 

For  several  years  this  cemeteiy  has  received  too  little 
attention,  and  at  present  requires  considerable  work  to  place 
it  in  a  suitable  condition. 

Evergreen  Cemetery  has  a  very  desirable  situation  in  the 
most  beautiful  portion  of  Brighton,  with  picturesque  sur- 
roundings. 

The  grounds  offer  every  natural  aid  to  proper  adornment, 
and,  with  a  sufficient  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  this 
cemetery  would  earn  a  large  revenue  from  the  sale  of  lots 
and  graves. 

It  contains  a  large  area  of  unprepared  ground  in  excellent 
situations,  and  an  outlay  sufficient  to  place  these  portions  in 
condition  for  sale  will  yield  the  city  a  large  return  on  its 
investment. 

It  is  believed  lots  and  single  graves  will,  when  prepared, 
find  a  ready  sale.  The  cemetery  has  already  attracted  the 
attention  of  people  looking  for  lots,  and  when  a  sufficient 
number  are  prepared  from  which  to  make  selection  it  is 
believed  many  purchasers  will  be  found. 


COPP'S  HILL  BURIAL-GROUND. 


Copp's  Hill  Burial-ground  is  under  the  charge  of  Edward 
MacDonald,  who  is  custodian  of  the  grounds  by  appoint- 
ment of  this  department. 

Mr.  MacDonald  receives  a  salary  of  $75  per  month  for 
seven  months  in  the  year,  and  $15  per  month  for  five  months 
in  the  year. 
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The  grounds,  during  the  summer  montlis,  are  open  to  the 
public. 

This  cemetery  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  city,  and  is 
crowded  with  matters  of  historical  interest.  It  urgently 
needs  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  amount  to  make  it 
safe  and  decent. 

Late  in  the  year  1897  the  wall  on  Snowhill  street  showed 
signs  of  immediate  falHng  in,  and  the  sidewalk  was  promptly 
roped  off  for  the  protection  of  the  public.  Rejjairs  necessi- 
tated the  rebuilding  of  a  large  portion  of  the  wall. 

A  special  appropriation  was  asked  of  the  City  Council  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  rebuilding  of  this  wall,  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  $1,000  was  given  to  the  department  for  that  purpose. 

The  actual  expenditure,  so  far,  from  that  fund  is  $665.83, 
leavmg  a  balance  of  $334.17. 

The  walls  surrounding  the  cemetery  are  very  old,  and  in 
two  or  three  places  need  rebuilding.  While  the  Commission 
cannot  say  at  the  present  time  that  these  places  are  abso- 
lutely dangerous,  yet  at  any  time,  with  the  general  settling 
that  is  continuous  and  apparent,  at  any  time  they  may 
become  so. 

The  walls  should  be  thoroughly  tested  and  the  weak 
places  rebuilt. 

Copp's  Hill  is  in  a  crowded  portion  of  the  city,  and  a 
great  many  children  are  constantly  on  the  sidewalks  adjoin- 
ing the  cemetery.  For  this  reason  the  walls  should  be 
strengthened  to  avert  any  possible  accident. 

The  expenditure  of  a  sum  sufficient  for  this  purpose  is 
entirely  impossible  and  a  special  appropriation  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose. 

The  general  appropriation  for  the  running  of  this  depart- 
ment is  barely  sufficient  to  meet  its  current  expenses,  and 
anything  of  such  a  special  and  extensive  nature  must  be  pro- 
vided for  by  additional  appropriation. 

The  custodian  of  this  yard  is  m  attendance  during  the 
summer  months  and  points  out  to  visitors  the  matters  of  his- 
torical interest.  He  has  written  a  most  interesting  book 
entitled  "  Old  Copp's  Hill  and  Burial  Ground,"  now  in  its 
sixteenth  edition,  which  is  of  great  value  to  the  visitor  and 
lover  of  matters  of  historic  interest. 


KING'S  CHAPEL  BURIAL-GROUND. 


The  King's  Chapel  Burial-ground,  though  small,  presents 
a  difficult  problem  for  treatment. 


Cemetery  Department. 
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The  location  and  number  of  trees,  which  should  not  be  cut 
down  debars  sunlight  to  such  an  extent  that  grass  will  not 
thrive.    As  a  result  the  ground  is  bare. 

Countless  hundreds  of  sparrows  have  chosen  these  grounds 
and  the  eaves  of  adjoining  buildings  as  their  homes,  and  this 
causes  a  serious  trouble.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  the  head- 
stones and  tombs  clean.  Men  are  sent,  however,  from  time 
to  time  to  remove  the  dirt.  To  keep  the  grounds  free  from 
this  untidiness  at  all  times  would  be  possible,  but  not  com- 
patible with  the  finances  of  the  department  and  the  more 
urgent  calls  for  labor  in  other  directions. 


GRANARY  BURIAL-GROUND  AND  BURIAL- 
GROUND,  BOSTON  COMMON. 


The  Granary  Burial-ground  has  been  carefully  looked 
after,  portions  of  the  lawn  resodded,  the  trees  trimmed  and 
many  headstones  reset. 

During  the  summer  proper  foliage  plants  are  maintained  in 
vases. 

A  studied  attempt  has  been  made  to  leave  the  grounds  in 
their  primitive  condition  without  any  traces  of  neglect.  The 
same  general  policy  will  be  continued. 

In  the  same  way  the  burial-ground  on  the  Common  has 
been  cared  for. 


DORCHESTER  OLD  NORTH  BURIAL-GROUND. 


The  Dorchester  Old  North  Burial-ground  is  situated  at 
the  corner  of  Stoughton  and  Boston  streets,  Upham's  corner 
in  the  Dorchester  District. 

This  burial-ground  as  well  as  the  Dorchester  South  Burial- 
ground,  is  in  charge  of  John  J.  Burnes,  custodian. 

This  burial-ground  was  laid  out  by  the  town  of  Dorchester 
under  a  vote  passed  in  March,  1634.  The  original  vote 
called  for  a  burial-ground  five  rods  square. 

Subsequently  other  parcels  of  land  were  added  to  the 
original  ground,  and  at  the  present  time  it  comprises  in  the 
vicinity  of  three  acres. 

Early  in  the  present  century,  by  the  request  of  the  town  of 
Dorchester,  Samuel  Downer,  Sr.,  a  resident  of  Dorchester, 
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and  a  gentleman  of  excellent  taste,  laid  out  the  grounds,  re- 
arranging the  location  of  paths,  and  in  many  instances 
resetting  and  replacing  the  headstones.  The  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  grounds  as  laid  out  by  him  has  been  retamed. 

The  cemetery  is  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Dor- 
chester, and  the  first  interment  was  about  the  year  1638. 

The  grounds  are  m  good  condition,  with  the  need  of  a 
reasonable  outlay  in  the  direction  of  repairs. 


DORCHESTER  SOUTH  BURIAL-GROUND. 


The  Dorchester  South  Burial-ground  is  situated  on  Dor- 
chester avenue,  south  of  Codman  street,  and  comprises  about 
two  acres. 

Lots  and  graves  were  given  to  people,  residents  of  Dor- 
chester, and  for  a  small  sum  the  recipients  had  them  stoned 
off  or  had  iron  fences  erected.    No  lots  were  sold. 

There  are  fourteen  tombs  in  the  grounds. 

The  oldest  stone  bears  date  of  1771. 

In  the  year  1894,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Health,  all  the 
paths  were  filled  m  and  grassed  over. 

This  yard  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  has  received 
proper  care. 


EUSTIS-STREET  BURIAL-GROUND. 


This  cemetery  is  situated  on  Eustis  street,  corner  of 
Washington,  in  the  Roxbury  District.  The  area  of  the 
cemetery  m  1844  was  thirty-four  thousand  two  hundred 
(34,200)  square  feet.  During  that  year,  Eustis  street  was 
widened,  and  seven  hundred  (700)  square  feet  were  taken 
off  the  front  portion  of  the  cemetery. 

In  1871,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen  (1,818)  square 
feet  of  the  cemetery  land  was  conveyed  to  a  Mr.  Davenport. 

The  engine-house  and  stable  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston 
were  subsequently  erected  on  cemetery  land;  also  a  small 
brick  office  used  for  private  purposes.  These  three  buildings 
occupy  eighteen  hundred  (1,800)  square  feet. 

At  the  present  time,  the  area  of  the  burial-ground  is 
twenty-nine  thousand  eigth  hundred  and  eighty-two  (29,882) 
square  feet. 


Cemetery  Department. 
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This  burial-ground  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England ; 
the  first  interment  was  in  1633. 

The  original-ground  was  enlarged  in  1725  by  a  gift  of  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  from  Col.  Joshua  Lamb. 

This  burial-ground  was  greatly  injured  during  the  siege  of 
Boston,  and  the  first  barrier  erected  to  prevent  the  British 
troops  from  coming  out  of  Boston  crossed  the  highway  at 
this  point. 

The  ground  remained  in  a  neglected  condition  up  to  1857, 
when  the  town  of  Roxbury  graded  the  grounds,  built  walls 
properly  enclosing  the  yard,  with  a  substantial  gateway; 
many  of  the  old  stones  were  raised  and  reset,  and  the  broken 
monuments  were  repaired.  Later,  the  present  iron  gates 
were  erected,  replacing  the  old  wooden  gates. 

No  interments  in  graves  have  been  made  in  this  burial- 
ground  since  1854.    Interments  are  still  made  in  the  tombs. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  thirty-three  (33)  tombs  and 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-one  (751)  gravestones  on  the 
grounds. 

This  cemetery  is  open  during  the  summer  season  at  certain 
times  to  visitors  with  a  custodian  present  to  show  the  points 
of  interest  and  to  protect  the  grounds. 

During  the  past  season,  the  ground  has  received  attention, 
trees  have  been  trimmed  and  everything  necessary  done  to 
keep  the  same  in  proper  condition. 

The  history  of  the  persons  whose  remains  lie  buried  in  this 
cemeteiy  would  go  far  toward  a  complete  history  of  the  town 
of  Eoxbury  during  the  first  two  hundred  years  of  the  town's 
existence. 

There  are  standing  nearly  fifty  gravestones  that  were 
erected  previous  to  the  year  1700,  the  oldest  bearing  date  of 
1653. 

Among  the  long  list  of  persons  buried  are  the  Rev.  John 
Elliott,  known  as  the  ''Apostle  to  the  Indians,"  Gov. 
Thomas  Dudley,  Gov.  Joseph  .Dudley,  Col.  William  Dudley, 
Col.  Joseph  Williams,  of  French  and  Indian  War  fame,  Brig.- 
Gen.  John  Greaton  of  the  Revolution,  the  early  minister  of  - 
the  First  Parish  of  Roxbury,  Robert  Calef,  who  opposed  the 
witchcraft  delusion.  Chief  Justice  Paul  Dudley,  and  the  father 
and  mother  of  Gen.  Joseph  Warren. 

For  some  years  the  citizens  of  the  Roxbury  District  have 
endeavored  to  have  something  more  substantial  and  impres- 
sive done  towards  the  protection  and  ornamentation  of  this 
burial-ground. 

To  this  end,  the  Roxbury  Military  Historical  Society, 
which  represents  a  great  many  of  Roxbury 's  foremost  citi- 
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zens,  recently  petitioned  the  city  government  to  lay  out 
a  street  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  cemetery  to  connect 
Stirling  and  Webber  streets ;  the  new  street  to  be  called 
Greaton  street,  in  honor  of  Brigadier-General  Greaton,  and 
that  the  area  bounded  by  the  proposed  street,  Washington 
and  Eustis  streets  and  Harrison  avenue,  be  laid  out  in  con- 
nection with  this  cemetery  as  a  memorial  park. 

This  project  was  reported  upon  favorably  by  a  committee 
of  the  city  government.  Such  action  on  the  part  of  the 
city  government  would  tend  to  perpetuate  and  protect  this 
historical  burial-ground,  and  save  it  from  further  encroach- 
ments and  despoilment. 

The  report  of  this  special  committee,  containing  a  plan  of 
the  proposed  changes  and  the  laying  out  of  the  burial-ground, 
is  Document  No.  208  of  the  year  1894. 

The  Commission  believe  that  these  older  cemeteries  con- 
taining as  they  do  the  remains  of  many  persons  of  national, 
as  well  as  local,  importance,  should  be  treated  by  the  city 
government  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  them  permanent 
and  enduring  monuments. 

No  expense  should  be  spared  in  the  protection  and  per- 
petuation of  such  historical  places. 


BUNKER  HILL  CEMETERY. 


This  cemetery  is  in  charge  of  A.  M.  Lydston,  custodian, 
who  also  acts  as  custodian  of  the  Phipps-street  Cemetery  in 
the  Charles  town  District. 

Mr.  Lydston  received  a  nionthly  salary  of  $50  for  six 
months. 

Bunker  Hill  Cemetery  contains  forty-eight  thousand 
(48,000)  square  feet  of  land,  and  was  laid  out  in  1800. 

The  first  interment  was  that  of  the  remains  of  George 
Sanderson  on  October  11,  1801. 

Interments  for  the  past  thirteen  years  have  averaged  four 
annually. 

This  cemetery  contains  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (539) 
headstones  and  six  (6)  monuments.    There  are  no  tombs. 

No  proper  record  of  interments  exist  save  for  the  past  few 
years. 


Cemetery  Department. 
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PHIPPS-STREET  CEMETERY. 


This  cemetery  has  an  area  of  seventy-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty  (76,740)  square  feet  of  land,  and  is 
divided  into  twenty-two  (22)  sections. 

There  are  twenty-two  hundred  and  forty-seven  (2,247) 
stones  with  inscriptions.  Sixty-three  (63)  tombs  (private). 
One  (1)  city  tomb,  and  thirty-four  (34)  underground 
vaults. 

The  cemetery  is  rich  in  historical  associations. 

The  first  interment  was  of  the  remains  of  John  Harvard, 
founder  of  Harvard  College,  in  1638. 

The  interments  from  1884  to  1897  have  averaged  eighty- 
three  a  year. 

No  proper  record  of  interments  were  kept  save  for  the 
past  few  years. 


BENNINGTON-STREET  CEMETERY. 


Frank  L.  Turner  is  custodian  of  this  cemetery. 

The  ground  for  this  cemetery  was  set  aside  in  1833.  In 
1838  the  City  Council  assumed  control  thereof,  and  from 
February  5,  1879,  to  date,  there  have  been  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-six  (2,826)  interments. 

This  cemetery  contains  ten  private  tombs. 

There  is  urgent  need  of  a  new  fence,  sections  of  the  pres- 
ent one  being  insecure  and  unsafe.  A  sum  sufficient  for  a 
suitable  iron  fence  should  be  provided  by  special  appropria- 
tion. 

The  regular  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  will  not  war- 
rant an  expenditure  for  such  a  purpose.  This  fact  has 
already  been  communicated  to  the  Common  Council. 


EMERSON-STREET  CEMETERY. 


The  headstones  and  tombs  in  the  Emerson-street  Burial- 
ground  are,  in  many  instances,  in  a  dilapidated  and  neglected 
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condition.  Complaints  have  reached  the  department  from 
South  Boston  residents  as  to  the  condition  of  the  grounds 
and  the  state  of  the  tombs  and  lots. 

It  was  found  on  examination  that  for  several  vears  nothing 
had  been  done  by  lot  and  tomlMDwneis,  and  as  a  result  the 
stones  were  broken  and  defaced  and  the  tombs  generally  in  a 
neglected  condition. 

This  department  has  no  right  to  expend  the  funds  appro- 
priated for  its  uses  in  the  repairing  of  monuments,  head- 
stones or  toml^s  which  are  private  propeiiy.  and  over  which 
it  has  but  general  control. 

As  this  cemetery  was  of  modem  date,  the  department 
thought  that  it  might  interest  the  lot  and  tomb-ownei^  suffi- 
ciently to  have  them  join  in  renovatiag  the  grounds.  To 
this  end,  an  official  notice  was  published  in  the  South  Boston 
papers  and  received  editorial  comment,  calling  attention  to 
the  condition  of  the  grounds  and  requesting  the  lot  and  tomb- 
owners  to  send  to  this  department  their  names  and  addresses, 
that  the  same  might  be  placed  on  file  for  future  reference. 

The  lot-owners'  attention  was  called  to  the  neglected  con- 
dition of  the  private  tombs  and  monuments,  and  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  owners*  duty  to  repair  the  same. 

Further,  the  department  suggested  that  orders  for  such 
work  might  be  placed  with  it,  and  would  receive  prompt 
attention. 

A  public  notice  of  this  sort  was  necessitated,  for  the  reason 
that  there  were  no  records  in  existence  giving  the  names  and 
addresses  of  those  interested  in  the  burial-ground. 

Although  this  notice  was  published  extensively  throughout 
the  South  Boston  District,  but  one  communication  was  re- 
ceived in  answer  to  it.  and  the  department  did  not  feel 
encouraged  to  pursue  this  method  of  obtaining  information, 
as  it  showed  that  the  proprietors  of  lots  and  tombs  were  not 
sufficiently  interested  to  send  in  their  names  for  the  purposes 
of  record,  nor  to  expend  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  renovating 
of  their  family  lots. 

A  great  many  of  the  stones  were  l>adly  broken,  fences  en- 
closing lots  in  a  neglected  condition,  and  the  department  had 
all  of  these  fragments  removed  and  stored  in  a  suitable  place 
awaiting  the  owners'  orders. 

The  grounds  and  paths  were  put  in  condition  and  the  trees 
and  shruljs  trimmed,  which  was  aU  that  the  department  felt 
warranted  in  doing. 

The  fence  enclosing  this  cemetery  is  not  sufficiently  stroi 
nor  of  the  proper  construction  to  keep  trespassers  out  of  the 
grounds. 
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This  is  equally  true  of  other  of  the  older  cemeteries,  which 
are  in  outlying  districts  and  at  present  disused. 

The  department  believes  that  all  of  tlaese  burial-grounds 
should  be  protected  by  iron  fences,  so  constructed  as  to  make 
trespassing  impossible. 

For  various  reasons,  if  the  opportunity  offers  itself,  people 
insist  on  trespassing  in  these  grounds,  either  destroying 
property  or  committing  nuisance  therein. 

This  recommendation  is  most  important  in  reference  to 
grounds  which  have  no  custodian  on  the  premises,  and  are 
unprotected  from  such  invasion. 

The  two  cemeteries  in  the  West  Roxbury  District  have 
suffered  greatly  on  this  account,  particularly  the  one  on 
Walter  street,  which  has  been  almost  completely  despoiled. 
Such  despoilment  will  occur  just  so  long  as  the  grounds  re- 
main accessible  to  the  public. 


KEARSARGE-A VENUE  BURIAL-GROUND. 


This  burial-ground  is  situated  on  Kearsarge  avenue,  in 
Roxbur}^. 

It  has  ceased  to  be  used  for  burial  purposes,  but  is,  never- 
theless, in  the  custody  of  this  department,  and  under  some- 
what peculiar  circumstances. 

The  title  to  this  cemetery  was  originally  in  the  First  Parish 
of  Roxbury,  which  parish  acquired  the  land  for  burial  pur- 
poses. About  1840  the  society  voted  to  place  the  grounds 
under  the  control  of  the  town  of  Roxbury,  and  the  town  of 
Roxbury  voted  to  accept  the  same. 

Prior  to  this,  the  society  had  endeavored  to  sell  the 
grounds  to  the  town  of  Roxbury,  and  the  town  of  Roxbury 
refused  to  purchase.  Since  that  time,  the  town  of  Roxbury 
and  the  city  of  Boston  have  successively  taken  charge  of 
the  grounds. 

In  1883  the  burial-ground,  as  a  burial-ground,  was  closed 
by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  no  further  interments  or  burials 
were  allowed  therein. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Common  Council  in  1890  the  right  to 
use  the  said  grounds  as  a  playground  was  voted  to  the  Rox- 
bury Latin  School  Association,  a  private  school  in  the  town 
of  Roxbury,  in  connection  with  a  right  of  the  scholars  in  the 
Primary  School  on  Winthrop  street  to  use  the  grounds  for 
the  same  purpose. 
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After  the  passing  of  this  vote,  the  Roxbury  Latin  School 
expended  a  considerable  sum  in  acquiring  old  tomb  rights, 
transferring  bodies,  and  fixing  the  grounds  for  the  purposes 
required,  and  have  used  the  grounds  since  then  as  a  play- 
ground in  conjunction  with  the  Primary  School  on  Winthrop 
street. 

There  were  several  hearings  on  the  question  of  the  dis- 
continuance of  this  burial-ground.  For  the  action  of  the 
Common  Council,  see  Document  No.  81  of  the  year  1890. 

Under  the  action  taken  by  the  city  government,  the 
Cemetery  Department  has  no  right  to  use  the  grounds,  nor 
to  dictate  in  reference  to  the  same,  though,  technically,  the 
burial-ground  is  still  under  the  control  of  this  department. 

It  would  seem  that  some  more  definite  disposition  of  this 
burial-ground  should  be  had,  inasmuch  as  it  is  under  the 
control  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  city  of  Boston  might 
in  some  events  be  responsible  for  accidents  occuring  therein. 

Either  the  city  should  or  should  not  control  it.  It  stands 
at  present  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  with  pending  questions 
as  to  where  the  responsibility  rests  of  repairing  boundary 
fences  and  maintaining  the  safety  of  the  grounds,  which 
under  the  circumstances  are  public. 

The  department  feels  that  some  definite  and  final  action 
should  be  had  disposing  of  all  questions  of  control  and  re- 
sponsibility. 


SOUTH  BURIAL-GROUND. 


The  South  Burial-ground  lies  between  Washington  and 
James  streets. 

The  establishment  of  this  yard  was  in  1810.  Since  that 
date,  many  tombs  have  been  constructed  and  graves  sold. 

Document  No.  148  of  the  year  1883,  a  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  of  the  Common  Council  in  regard  to  this  burial- 
ground,  which  report  was  prepared  with  great  detail  and  care 
by  William  H.  Whitmore,  Esq.,  the  present  City  Registrar, 
contains  information  with  reference  to  this  ground  of  an 
interesting  and  valuable  nature. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  yard,  portions  of  the  same 
have  been  sold  under  different  conditions  by  the  city  of 
Boston,  many  of  which  have  not  been  complied  with. 

At  the  time  of  the  sale  of  portions  of  this  ground  by  the 
city  of  Boston,  contention  arose  as  to  the  rights  of  the  city  to 
dispose  of  land  already  used  or  set  aside  for  burial  purposes. 
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Despite  objections  on  this  point,  land  was  sold  to  the  New- 
England  Conservatory  and  to  other  parties. 

The  vote  of  the  City  Council  authorizing  these  convey- 
ances contained  certain  conditions,  some  of  which  are  inserted 
in  the  deeds  and  others  omitted.  This  department  is  not 
satisfied  that  the  conditions  have  been  complied  with  in  many 
instances. 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  this  Commission,  com- 
plaints reached  the  department  to  the  effect  that  the  face  of 
the  wall  inclosing  this  cemetery  on  Washington  street  was 
being  used  for  theatrical  advertising  purposes,  and  that  bill- 
boards upon  the  face  of  the  wall  were  maintained  by  certain 
of  the  theatres  in  the  city. 

The  department  immediately  notified  the  theatres  of  this 
complaint,  and  asked  them  by  what  authority  the  boards 
were  maintained.  A  reply  showed  that  the  portion  of  the 
cemetery  and  the  wall  on  which  these  posters  were  displayed 
had  been  sold  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

The  fact  that  this  portion,  though  sold,  remains  as  a  part 
of  the  cemetery  and  has  not  been  fenced  off,  leads  to  con- 
fusion and  properly  justifies  peojDle  in  making  such  complaint. 

In  respect  to  this,  however,  the  Commission  is  powerless 
to  do  anything. 


OLD  BURIAL-GROUNDS 


The  old  burial-grounds  of  the  city  in  every  instance  need 
prompt  and  careful  attention  with  a  sufiicient  special  appro- 
priation to  insure  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  work. 

The  city's  relation  to  these  burial-grounds  is  somewhat 
peculiar. 

The  city  has  the  care  and  custody  of  the  grounds  in  a 
general  way,  while  individuals  own  the  lots  and  tombs  and 
underground  vaults. 

Criticism  has  been  made  from  time  to  time  concerning  the 
dilapidated  condition  of  the  tombs  and  headstones  and 
inquiries  have  reached  this  Commission  as  to  why  the  depart- 
ment did  nothing  toward  renovating  the  same.  Some  of 
these  inquiries  have  been  received  from  parties  interested  as 
owners  of  the  tombs  and  lots. 

The  answer  to  these  inquiries  is  that  this  department  has 
no  right  to  expend  city  money  in  the  care  and  repair  of 
private  property. 
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The  headstones,  tombs  and  vaults,  while  m  the  control  of 
the  city,  are  not  owned  by  it  and  this  department  has  no 
right  to  expend  sums  of  money  to  place  the  same  in  a  suita- 
ble condition. 

Under  certain  exigencies,  when  a  tomb  has  fallen  into  a 
dangerous  condition  or  its  interior  become  exposed,  if  the 
owners  can  be  found  and  refuse  to  repair  the  same,  or  if 
the  owners  cannot  be  found,  then  this  department  can  make 
the  necessary  repairs,  close  up  the  tomb,  and  no  interment 
can  be  made  until  the  bill  for  such  work  has  been  paid. 

This,  however,  is  an  unsatisfactory  method  to  employ  and 
is  only  adopted  when  absolutely  necessary. 

Most  of  the  old  tombs  have  owners,  and  generally  when 
the  need  of  doing  any  specific  thing  is  brought  to  their  atten- 
tion the  request  is  complied  with. 

There  are  instances,  however,  where  the  owners  cannot  be 
found  and  where  the  owners  of  lots  are  unknown,  when  for 
historical  reasons,  if  nothing  more,  it  would  'seem  that  the 
department  should  take  the  necessary  steps  to  preserve  the 
same  even  though  it  is  an  expenditure  of  public  money  to  a 
private  end. 

In  many  instances,  the  lettering  on  the  headstones  by  wear 
of  weather  and  water  are  becoming  extinct  and  should  be 
recut.  For  historical  reasons,  it  would  seem  that  a  special 
appropriation,  or  an  authorization  of  the  City  Council,  should 
be  had  to  such  an  end. 

This  Commission  appreciates  the  fact  that  especially  in  the 
summer  months  a  great  interest  is  evmced  by  residents  and 
visitors  to  this  city  to  enter  certain  of  the  burial-grounds, 
which  are  now  closed. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  Granary,  King's  Chapel  and  the 
yard  on  the  Common. 

The  opening  of  the  gates  in  a  general  way  to  those  ceme- 
teries involves  so  much  risk  that  the  department  has  not  felt 
justified  in  assuming  the  responsibility. 

Owing  to  many  underground  vaults,  which  were  originally 
covered  in  with  planks,  and  unmarked  tombs,  the  masonry  of 
which  has  become  insecure,  the  visitor  in  any  of  these  ceme- 
teries is  liable  at  any  time  to  break  through  and  sustain 
injury. 

During  the  past  century  the  paths  in  these  grounds 
have  been  relocated  many  times,  and  certam  of  the  head- 
stones removed  from  their  original  positions  and  placed  in 
regular  lines  to  satisfy  a  peculiar  idea  of  ornamentation. 

This  unfortunate  arrangement  took  place  some  years  ago, 
and  necessarily  leaves  many  graves  unmarked.     For  this 
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reason  the  department  does  not  feel  that  it  is  wise  to  allow 
the  public  within  the  enclosures,  on  account  of  possible  acci- 
dents which  might  entail  expense  upon  the  city. 

Before  the  public  can  be  allowed  general  entrance,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  make  soundings  of  the  ground  and  to  locate 
paths  in  safe  places. 

This  matter  is  to  receive  early  attention  and  it  is  hoped  a 
satisfactory  policy  adopted. 

For  this  reason  the  department  has  felt  it  advisable  to 
keep  the  gates  closed  and  to  admit  visitors  on  special  appli- 
cation only. 

Visitors  on  applying  for  admission  to  any  of  these  grounds 
are  cautioned,  and  from  this  care  during  the  past  year  no 
accident  of  any  moment  has  occurred. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  a  man  has  been  stationed  at 
the  Granary  Burial-ground  with  authority  to  admit  people 
on  presentation  of  and  order  from  the  department,  and  this 
custodian  has  authority  to  admit  visitors  to  King's  Chapel 
Burial-ground  and  to  the  burial-ground  on  the  Common. 

It  is  not  advisable  to  allow  people  to  go  into  the  cemetery 
without  some  representative  of  the  department  present. 

One  of  the  most  serious  foes  to  the  perpetuation  of  histor- 
ical monuments  is  the  relic  hunter,  who  never  hesitates  to 
deface  stones  and  monuments  simply  for  the  selfish  purpose 
of  carrying  away  a  portion  of  the  stone. 

This  inclination  on  the  part  of  a  few  people  compels  the 
department  to  station  some  one  in  the  grounds  when  visitors 
are  present  and  thereby  prevent  irremediable  damage. 

Records. 

One  of  the  first  investigations  of  this  Commission  into  the 
older  cemeteries  was  in  reference  to  records  pertaining  to  in- 
terments, lots,  tombs  and  vaults. 

Accurate  records  do  not  exist. 

For  many  years  the  care  of  these  cemeteries  was  contin- 
ually shifted,  and  no  attempt  seems  to  have  been  made  to 
keep  records  of  the  interments. 

Certain  plans  are  in  existence  and  records  covering  certain 
periods,  but  these  necessarily  are  inaccurate,  and  a  great  many 
bodies  have  been  interred  in  the  older  cemeteries  of  which 
there  is  no  trace  or  manner  of  identification. 

Further  than  this,  the  original  lines  of  the  cemeteries  have 
been  changed  from  time  to  time,  portions  of  the  grounds  dis- 
continued, removals  made  from  discontinued  portions  to  por- 
tions retained,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  accurate 
record. 
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T -is  Board  has,  however,  tomed  its  attention  to  the 
n:  :  :  _    :  a  record  as  accurate  as  possible  under  the  circum- 

A  careful  search  of  such  records  as  do  exist  of  works  per- 
taining to  the  cemeteries  and  other  information  is  being 
made,  and  a  transcript  taken  of  headstones,  tomb  inscrip- 
tions, and  of  all  other  maners  pointing  to  possible  identi- 
fication. 

A  record  of  eTerything  which  can  be  found  pertaining  to 
these  cemeteries  will  be  made,  and  it  is  hoped  prove  of 
value  and  importance. 

LiBBAKT. 

The  department  urges  the  propriety  of  expending  a  part 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books,  pamphlets  and 
original  records  pertaining  to  the  cemeteries  of  the  city. 

These  volumes  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  secretary, 
and  to  lie  available  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

Dui'ing  the  past  fifty  years  there  has  l^een  published  sev- 
eral volumes  pertaining  to  the  older  yards  of  the  city,  several 
public  hearings  have  been  held,  and  reports  thereof  printed, 
and  in  some  instances  private  persons  hold  records  and  copies 
in  manuscript  of  interments  and  stones,  accurately  made  and 
of  decided  value. 

It  is  believed  that  the  work  of  this  department  should  be 
thorough  and  far-reaching  if  it  is  to  have  any  value. 

Such  volumes  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  depart- 
ment^ and  available  to  the  uses  of  persons  interested  in  such 
historical  matters. 

The  department  wishes  at  all  times  to  thank  in  a  general 
way  a  great  many  people  who  have  kindly  volunteered  valu- 
able information  in  reference  to  these  older  cemeteries. 

We  have  found  that  in  making  the  researches  which  were 
started  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  department  that 
people  have  been  very  willing  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
department  anvthing  which  would  prove  of  service  to  it. 

It  should  l>e  rememl>ered  that,  in  the  creation  of  this  de- 
partment, which  involved  the  rights  to  issue  deeds.  lx)nds 
and  burial  permits,  the  entire  series  of  forms  and  papers 
used  for  this  purpose  had  to  }ye  revised  and  newly  prepared. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  department  no  ioterment  has 
been  allowed  in  any  tomb  or  grave  without  the  necessary 
order  issuing  from  the  department  and  all  such  interments 
have  l^een  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  its  repre- 
sentatiTe. 
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A  record  of  every  such  interment  is  kept,  with  all  infor- 
mation necessary. 

These  records  are  in  the  custody  of  the  secretary  of  the 
department  in  City  Hall,  and  at  reasonable  times  are  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  public. 

The  detail  in  reference  to  such  interments  guarantees  the 
exact  location  of  any  body  in  any  cemetery  at  any  time,  and 
is  a  continuation  of  the  plan  which  has  been  successfully  in 
vogue  at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  for  some  time. 

It  should  be  with  some  feeling  of  pride  that  the  citizens 
of  Boston  may  know  that,  with  about  sixty  thousand  inter- 
ments in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  the  remains  of  every  body 
can  be  accurately  located. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  same  state  of  facts  does  not 
exist  as  to  the  older  cemeteries  of  the  city. 

Such,  however,  is  the  truth,  and  it  is  to  meet  this  want, 
so  far  as  it  is  possible  at  the  present  time,  that  the  departs 
ment  desires  to  obtain  all  possible  information  in  reference  to 
the  older  burial-grounds  in  addition  to  what  it  is  possible 
to  trace  from  existing  monuments  and  markers. 

Recommendations. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  city  government  will  have  to 
solve  the  problem  of  accommodation  for  the  burial  of  the 
city  poor. 

The  available  space  set  aside  for  that  purpose  is  rapidly 
being  filled,  and  before  long  there  will  be  no  place  for  inter- 
ments. Either  more  land  must  be  purchased  for  this  pur- 
pose, or  some  other  method  employed  for  the  care  of  the 
human  remains. 

It  would  seem  that  the  most  reasonable  and  proper,  if  not 
the  most  satisfactory,  method  for  the  city  to  adopt  for  the 
bestowal  of  bodies  is  the  establishment  of  a  crematory. 

A  crematory  not  only  for  the  purposes  of  incinerating  the 
remains  of  the  city  poor,  but  also  for  the  use  of  other  citi- 
zens who  can  afford  to  pay  for,  and  desire  the  use  of,  such 
method. 

The  city  has  dedicated  itself  to  the  cemetery  business,  and 
with  the  charge  of  Mount  Hope  and  Evergreen  Cemeteries 
it  necessarily  must  continue  that  business  and  cannot  avoid 
the  responsibility. 

Further  than  this,  the  city  must  always  care  for  the  re- 
mains of  those  unfortunate  enough  to  die  in  poverty. 

To  this  end  it  would  seem  that  the  city  should  equip  itself 
to  meet  required  needs. 
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Other  municipalities  have  established  crematories,  and, 
while  it  is  not  necessaiy  to  have  the  use  of  a  crematory 
compiilsoiT,  vet  it  is  believed  that  a  great  many  people  would 
prefer  this  method  to  the  old  manner  of  burial. 

It  is  a  matter  to  be  seriously  considered.  Lots  and  graves 
in  cemeteries  within  the  city  limits  are  of  necessity  fixed  at 
a  price,  added  to  which  is  cost  of  pei'petual  care,  requirmg 
an  outlay  which  is  a  burden  to  those  who  desire  to  pay  but 
have  limited  incomes  out  of  which  to  meet  the  expense. 

This  Commission  believes  it  has  no  power  to  establish  such 
a  plant  or  to  take  any  steps  in  the  direction  of  establishing 
it  -without  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. 

In  the  present  overcrowded  condition  of  the  city  lots  some 
early  help  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  asked. 

Either  more  land  should  be  acquij^ed  for  the  pui*pose  of 
such  mterments,  or  some  provision  made  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  plant  for  the  consuming  by  fii^e  of  human  remains. 

Chapel. 

For  some  yeai^  the  necessity  of  a  chapel  in  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery  has  been  diligently  urged  by  the  trustees. 

At  the  present  time  many  citizens  desire  the  use  of  a  chapel 
for  bm'ial  services,  and  it  should  be  a  source  of  mortification 
to  the  city  to  realize  that  it  has  absolutely  no  projDer  or  decent 
facilities  for  such  purpose. 

In  stormy  weather  the  mourn ei^  are  unprotected  during 
the  funeral  services,  and  there  seems  no  reason  why  the  city 
government  should  longer  neglect  to  provide  a  chapel. 

Other  cemeteries  in  the  control  of  private  indi^-iduals  are 
properly  equipped  in  this  dkection. 

^loimt  Hope  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cemeteries  within 
the  cit}'  limits,  and  is  under  the  control  directly  of  the  city 
of  Boston. 

It  is  not  to  the  credit  of  our  city  tliat  at  the  j)resent  time 
there  is  no  chapel  for  the  use  of  its  lot-holders. 

It  is  a  matter  of  such  urgent  need  that  it  is  a  soui'ce  of 
wonder  why  its  construction  has  been  neglected  so  long. 

It  is  certainly  not  to  the  credit  of  the  city  that,  when  en- 
gaged in  the  cemetery  business,  it  refuses  to  supply  a  chapel, 
which  is  a  requued  part  of  its  plant. 

This  Commission  urges  the  need  and  asks  the  city  govern- 
ment to  provide  a  way  to  meet  it. 
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Civil  Service. 

All  the  employees  of  this  department  are  registered  and 
appointed  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Service 
Commission. 

The  department,  though  newly,  created,  comes  under  the 
general  rules  of  the  civil  service,  and  a  registration  of  all 
employees  in  the  Cemetery  Department  was  made  in  1897. 

Lots. 

There  is  need  of  preparing  more  lots  and  single  graves 
both  in  Mount  Hope  and  Evergreen  Cemeteries. 

It  is  bad  business  policy  not  to  have  lots  in  various  sec- 
tions and  at  various  prices  which  can  be  shown  as  ready  for 
sale. 

A  lot  cannot  be  prepared  to  order.  Its  preparation  in- 
volves excavating  to  a  depth  of  several  feet,  the  removal  of 
rocks,  roots  and  other  obstructions,  and  its  refilling  with  fine 
dirt. 

The  only  profitable  way  to  accomplish  this  is  in  preparing 
at  one  time  an  area  large  enough  for  several  lots.  In  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  particularly  the  ground  is  ledgy  and  filled 
with  large  rocks.  Blasting  is  necessary  in  many  localities  to 
the  depth  of  several  feet,  and  while  this  rock  is  used  in  other 
work,  yet  it  consumes  labor  and  expense,  and  the  preparation 
of  an  area  sufficient  for  several  lots  is  much  cheaper  than  for 
a  few. 

To  prepare  one  lot  is  out  of  the  question.  For  this  reason 
much  of  the  unimproved  land  should  be  improved. 

The  sale  of  lots  would  bring  the  city  a  large  return. 

With  the  competition  and  attractiveness  of  other  ceme- 
teries, possible  purchasers  are  not  likely  to  take  any  lot 
offered;  they  insist,  and  rightly,  on  being  given  a  location 
deemed  desirable  by  them. 

The  city  cannot  expect  to  conduct  its  cemetery  business 
and  with  financial  success  unless  it  is  able  to  give  the  same 
value  for  the  prices  asked  that  is  given  by  private  cemetery 
corporations. 

Nor  can  it  expect  to  procure  purchasers  unless  it  can  give 
the  same  accommodation  and  privileges  as  neighbormg  ceme- 
teries. 

Transportation. 

There  is  urgent  need  of  better  facilities  for  transporation 
to  and  from  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 
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Lot-liolders  and  visitors  must  walk  from  Blue  Hill  avenue 
or  Forest  Hills,  or  depend  upon  a  barge  which  connects  with 
the  electric  cars  near  Franklm  Park  at  a  point  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  distant  from  the  cemetery. 

This  barge  makes  only  six  trips  daily  from  May  to  Novem- 
ber ;  during  the  rest  of  the  year  there  is  no  public  convey- 
ance of  any  kind  to  the  grounds. 

People  interested  m  the  cemetery  feel  this  keenly,  and  the 
department  necessarily  suffers  m  patronage,  in  sales  of  lots, 
etc.,  from  this  lack  of  accommodation  which  makes  the  ceme- 
tery in  a  manner  maccessible  durmg  six  months  of  the  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  either  the  Elevated  Railroad  Company  or 
the  Norfolk  Suburban  Railway  Company  will  shortly  run  a 
track  along  Walk  Hill  street  to  the  cemetery  gates. 

Such  action  would  naturally  increase  the  sale  of  lots,  and 
it  is  believed  that  the  railway  company  would  gain  a  substan- 
tial profit  from  the  passengers  who  would  patronize  such  a 
line. 

This  serious  lack  of  transportation  keeps  away  a  great 
number  who  desire  to  visit  the  cemetery,  and  it  seems  no 
more  than  right  for  a  transportation  company,  created  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  to  provide  adequate  service  to  this 
point  during  the  entire  year. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  city  government,  in  recognition  of 
this  need,  will  take  some  action  and  m  such  a  determined 
way  as  to  secure  for  the  thousands  of  people  mterested  in 
Mount  Hope  the  transportation  they  are  rightly  entitled  to. 

Soldiers'  Burial  Lots. 

During  the  past  year  a  special  appropriation  of  $2,500  was 
provided  by  the  city  government,  that  amount  to  be  used 
for  providing  and  preparing  additional  ground  for  the  burial 
of  soldiers  who  served  during  the  civil  war. 

This  was  a  timely  act  as  the  lots  dedicated  to  that  purpose 
were  nearly  full,  and  provision  had  to  be  made  for  the  proper 
burial  of  veterans. 

About  6,000  square  feet  of  ground  was  prepared  which 
will  allow  some  three  hundred  (300)  interments. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  provision  has 
always  been  made  for  a  suitable  resting-place  for  those  who 
served  their  country  in  its  time  of  need.  Nor  is  this  provi- 
sion restricted  alone  to  those  who  enlisted  from  our  city  and 
served  to  its  credit,  for  any  veteran  who  dies  here  can  be  in- 
terred in  either  the  Soldiers'  or  Veterans'  lot,  without  any 
charge  for  the  grave.    No  soldier's  remains  go  to  a  pauper's 
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grave ;  to  the  credit  of  our  city  his  ashes  rest  in  ground 
sacred  to  his  and  his  fellow-soldier's  memory. 

There  are  at  present  three  hundred  and  forty  (340)  un- 
marked graves  in  the  Army  and  Navy  lot  and  Veterans'  lot. 

An  effort  is  being  made  at  the  present  time,  through  the 
War  Department,  and  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Army  to  have 
the  United  States  Government  provide  the  regulation  mark- 
ers giving  the  name  of  the  deceased  and  his  regiment  to  place 
over  these  graves. 

While  information  is  ahvays  obtainable  at  the  office  of  the 
cemetery  as  to  these  interments  or  the  location  of  the  remains 
of  any  veteran,  yet  it  would  seem  a  mark  of  more  fitting  re- 
spect to  place  the  information  at  the  graves  in  regulation 
manner;  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  government  will  in  due 
time  provide  such  markers,  and  the  department  will  feel 
honored  in  putting  them  in  proper  place. 

Barns  and  Sheds. 

The  department  again  calls  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  barns  and  sheds. 

These  buildings  are  old,  m  some  instances  past  the  state 
of  profitable  repair  and  situated  in  the  most  conspicuous  and 
under  certain  conditions  the  most  saleable  portion  of  the 
grounds. 

The  barns  and  sheds  are  not  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the 
department,  and  should  be  torn  down  and  other  buildings 
constructed  in  another  portion  of  the  grounds  to  take  their 
place. 

Such  a  change  would  result  in  making  available  a  large 
area  of  land,  in  a  most  desirable  situation,  which  would 
readily  sell  when  divided  into  lots. 

The  cost  of  making  this  change  would  be  more  than  paid 
for  in  the  added  land  available  for  sale  purposes. 

Such  a  change  would  materially  enhance  the  value  of  the 
cemetery  property  and  do  away  with  a  conspicuous  and  un- 
sightly corner. 

During  the  past  year  the  department  has  felt  and  appre- 
ciated the  confidence  placed  in  its  work  by  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  who  at  all  times  has  been  interested  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  make  the  labor  of  the  Commission  successful  and  to 
provide  the  funds  necessary  to  that  end. 

At  every  turn  the  individual  members  of  the  Commission 
have  felt  this  interest  and  appreciated  it,  and  realize  that  the 
chief  executive  of  the  city  stands  ready  to  urge  the  improve- 
ments so  much  needed  and  so  earnestly  asked  for. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  co-operation  of  the  city  government 
will  he  equally  prompt  and  responsive.    It  is  a  work  which 

many  thousands  of  our  citizens  aie  interested  in  and  wiU 
appreciate. 

Our  cemeteries  hold  the  earthly  remains  left  to  us  of  our 
loved  ones  ;  they  are  sacred  spots,  restful,  peaceful  and  quiet 
in  the  turmoil  of  an  active  busy  city.  Yet  we  turn  every  now 
and  then  in  the  midst  of  our  la]x)rs  to  pay  a  passing  tribute 
to  many  whom  we  knew  —  who  were,  but  are  not  now. 

The  final  resting-place  of  those  we  loved  is  of  tender  and 
interested  solicitation  at  all  times.  Why  withhold  the 
tribute  of  care  due  to  these  tender  memories  ?  Money  used 
to  such  an  end  is  well  and  decently  spent.  The  government 
owes  it  to  the  living  and  to  the  dead. 

Our  cemeteries  as  our  parks  and  public  works,  should 
equal  and  outrank  those  of  other  mimicipalities.  Every  trace 
of  neglect  is  a  seeming  slur  of  proper  appreciation. 

Why  should  financial  support  be  withheld  ?  Xothing  is 
asked  which  is  not  fit  and  proper.  The  present  needs  can 
only  be  met  in  one  way,  and  if  withheld  the  fault  hes  with  the 
City  Council. 

The  Commission  takes  conscious  pleasure  in  recommending 
the  needs  of  the  department  as  those  needs  impress  them- 
selves, and  if  given  the  necessary  financial  support  will  use 
all  diligence  and  care  in  making  the  asked-for  improvements. 

The  need  of  these  improvements  in  all  the  cemeteries  is 
potent  and  well  recognized.  The  work  requires  no  extrava- 
gant outlay  and  once  performed  will  endure  for  many  years. 

The  Commission  realizes  the  importance  and  sacredness  of 
its  task  and  meets  the  many  perplexing  questions  which 
arise  in  its  administration  with  care  and  attention,  believing 
that  the  city  government  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  realize 
the  effort  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  conferred  upon  it. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Albert  Beackett,  Chairman. 
Jacob  Morse. 
William  .J.  Fallow. 
Albert  W.  Heesey. 
Frederick  E.  Atteattx. 
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Receipts  from  June  1,  1897,  to  February  1,  1898. 

Appropriation  transferred  from  the  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery  Department  to  the  Ceme- 
tery Department  $22,314  45 

Appropriation  transferred    from    the  Health 

Department  to  the  Cemetery  Department     .       6,000  00 

Interest  on  Perpetual  Care  Fund     .       .        .       1,303  50 

Transferred  from  surplus  revenue    .       .       .         999  30 

$30,617  25 


Money  Earned  for  the  City  during  1897 
January,  1898. 


and 


Mount  Hope  Cemetery, 


Lots  sold 
Graves  sold  . 
Digging  graves 
Care  of  lots  . 
Plants  and  shrubs 
Foundations  . 
Receiving  tomb 
Sundries 


Interest  on  Perpetual  Care  Fund 


15,022  50 
4,630  00 
6,838  00 
1,248  00 
881  10 
1,507  25 
455  00 
640  51 


Mount  Hope  Cemetery  Trust  Fund, 
Receipts  for  the  Perpetual  Care  of  lots  . 

From  June  1,  1897,  to  February  1, 1898. 

Evergreen  Cemetery  

Bennington-street  Cemetery  (December  1, 1897, 

to  February  1,  1898)  

Dorchester  North  and  South  Burial-grounds 

(December,  1897)  


$21,222  36 
2,167  00 

123,389  36 


4,180  75 

1,290  05 
56  75 
28  00 


Carried  forward^ 


$28,944  91 


30 


City  Docoiext  Xo.  5. 


Broug}it forward,  8^8.944  91 

Evergreen  Cemetery  Trust  Fund. 

Eeceipts  for  the  Perpetual  Care  of  lots    .       .  200  00 

Total   829,144  91 


Pay-Rolls. 


1897 


Week  endincr  June 


Week  ending  July 

Jane  1-30  . 
Week  ending  July 


It  <i  i; 

July  1-31  . 
Week  ending  Aug. 


Aug.  1-31  . 
Week  ending  Sept. 


Sept.  1-30  . 
Week  ending  Sept. 

Oct. 


10. 
10. 
IT. 
IT. 
24. 

1. 

1, 

8. 

8. 
15. 
15. 
22. 

22! 
29. 
2t», 


o. 

5. 
12. 
12. 
19. 
19. 
26, 
26, 


2^ 

2! 
9, 
9. 

16. 

16. 

23. 

•2;^ 


,  Mr.  Hope  Cemetery 
Mr.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 

'Sit.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Custodians  . 
Mt.  Hoi^e  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergret-n  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Custodians  . 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
3It.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Custodians  . 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
Evergreen  Cemetery 
Custodians  . 


30,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
30.  Evergreen  Cemetery 
T.  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
T,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
14,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 


S839 
592 

6T 
TIT 

6T 
T12 

6T 


89 
82 
50 
50 
50 
00 
50 


^6TS 

6T 
250 
T28 

6T 
644 

6T 
664 

6T 
668 

6T 
269 


63 
50 
00 
38 
50 
19 
50 
5T 
50 
OT 
50 
00 


$686 

6T 
T45 

6T 
T03 

6T 
T03 

6T 
262 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
00 
50 
00 


r653 

6T 
T02 

6T 
T21 

6T 
T14 

6T 
265 


10 
50 
50 
50 
38 
50 
63 
50 
00 


$6S2 
6T 

541 
65 

39T 


13 
50 
25 
50 
88 


Carried  forward, 


ai,T54  26  ai4,003  06 
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Brouqht  forward^ 
Week  ending  Oct.     14,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
"  "        21,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 

"        *'        "        21,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
"        "       "        28,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
"        "        28,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
.  Custodians 


$1. 


Oct.  1-31 


Week  ending  Nov. 


Nov.  1-30  . 
Week  ending  Dec. 


Week  ending  Dec. 

^^  II  i; 

Dec.  1-31  . 


4,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
4,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
11,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
11,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
18,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
18,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
25,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
25,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
.  Custodians 

2,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
2,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
9,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
9,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
16,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
16,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
23,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
23,  Evergreen  Cemetery 

30,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
30,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
.    Custodians  . 


754 
53 

375 
55 

396 
43 

265 


$421 

43 
408 

43 
330 

49 
444 

43 
200 


26  !i;14,003  06 

50 

39 

50 

63 

50 

00 

—  2,943  78 
63 

50 

88 
50 
25 
50 
50 
50 
00 

—  1,985  26 


1487 

45 
556 

30 
594 

24 
599 

22 


$509 
24 
162 


13 
00 
45 


2,360  00 


1898: 

Week  ending  Jan. 


6,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
6,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
13,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
13,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
20,  Mt  IJope  Cemetery 
20,  Evergreen  Cemetery 
27,  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
27,  Evergreen  Cemetery 


Street  Cleaning  Department. 
Removing  snovr  from  sidewalks  of  cemeteries  . 


$403  38 
12  00 
508  50 

14  00 
506  50 

15  00 
452  50 

14  00 


2,621  46 


500  00 


Total 


$24,413  56 


BILLS. 


June,  1897. 

James  H.  Morton,  salary  and  sun- 
dries      .       .       .       .       .       1222  96 

A.  H.  Hews  &  Co.,  vases    .       .         172  00 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  hay  and 

grain   100  34 


Carried  forward, 


1495  30 
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Brought  forward^ 
John  H.  Pray  Sons  &  Co.,  carpet, 
George  Dorr,  manure  . 
E.  C.  March,  carpenter  work 
Thomas  Mayo,  hardware,  etc. 
Newton    Cemetery  Corporation, 

plants  ..... 
McBarron  &  Co.,  iron,  etc.  . 
Wayside  Farm,  plants 
P.  H.  Henderson  &  Son,  repairing 

wagon  ..... 
Hill  &  Hill,  harness 
J.  B.  Fellows  &  Co.,  sprinkler 
R  &  J.  Farquahar  &  Co.,  seeds  . 
McLaughlin  Bros.,  carpet  lining  . 
Jos.  Breck  &  Sons,  Corporation, 

screws  ..... 

July,  1897. 

James  H.  Morton,  salary  and  sun- 
dries ..... 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  hay,  grain, 
etc.  ..... 

Edward  N.  Capen,  manure  . 

N.  E.  Tel  &  Tel.  Co.,  cemetery 
and  office  telephone  . 

N.  F.  McCarthy  &  Co  ,  plants  . 

G.  Fuller,  &  Son,  lumber,  etc. 

Boston  Municipal  Printing  Office, 
stationery,  books,  etc. 

Waldo  Bros.,  brick  and  cement  . 

Bigelow  &  Dowse  Co.,  padlocks  . 

Charles  D.  Maginnis,  prospective 
drawing  of  new  entrance  to  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery 

E.  C.  March,  carpenter  work 

Thomas  Mayo,  paint,  nails,  etc.  . 

Daniel  Waugh,  board  of  horse 

John  W.  Fleming,  repairing  har- 
ness, etc.  .... 

Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  stationery, 

James  Travers,  horseshoeing 


1495  30 
78  88 
75  00 
75  00 
39  00 

34  35 
30  23 
27  00 

23  00 
19  00 
13  50 

5  70 

4  00 

36 

  1920  32 


$226  64 

103  92 
100  41 

91  65 
74  42 
73  89 

134  94 

31-^  60 
35  62 


35  00 
33  00 
23  83 
22  00 

19  62 
13  97 
11  25 


Carried  forward^ 


$1,039  76      1920  32 


Cemetery  Depaktment. 

Brought  forward  $1,039  76 
A.  A.  White  &  Co.,  paint  .  .  9  75 
Schlegel  &  Fottler,  seed  .  .  8  15 
Frank  O'Rourke  &  Co.,  plumbing,  7  90 
H.  G.  Jordan  &  Co.,  coal  .  .  6  69 
Printing  Department,  stamps  .  4  00 
Francis  Doane  &  Co.,  stationery  .  5  00 
Hill  &  Hill,  repairing  harness,  etc.  2  97 
Rockwell  &  Churchill,  printing  .  1  67 
South  Boston  News  Co.,  printing 
notices  in  regard  to  Emerson- 
street  Burial  Ground      .        .  13  20 


August,  1897. 

Derby  Desk    Co.,  furniture  for 

new  office       ....       1474  00 

James    H.    Morton,    salary  and 

sundries   220  24 

Thomas  J.  Carey,  sods        .        .         106  42 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  grain,  etc.  78  51 

Municipal  Printing  Office,  office 

and  cemetery  books  .        .        .  68  76 

Agnes  M.  Sheridan,  services  as 

stenographer   .        .       .        .  55  00 

G.  Fuller  &  Son,  lumber     .        .  37  40 

Charles  H.  Alden,  labor  at  Ever- 
green Cemetery       ...  30  00 

Thomas  Mayo,  nails,  glass,  etc.    .  29  94 

Daniel  Waugh,  board  of  horse     .  22  00 

South  Boston  Inquirer  Co.,  print- 
ing notices  in  regard  to  Emer- 
son-street Burial-ground  .  20  00 

A.  A.  White  &  Co.,  paint    .       .  17  26 

Bulletin  Publishing  Co  ,  printing 
notices  in  regard  to  Emerson- 
street  Burial-ground        .       .  16  50 

James  Travers,  horseshoeing       .  8  00 

Kenney  &  Clark,  carriage-hire 
(visiting  cemeteries  in  South 
Boston,  Roxburv  and  Dorches- 
ter) 8  00 

Calder  Floral  Co.,  plants     .       .  7  00 


33 

$920  32 


1,099  09 


Carri  d  forward^ 


fl,199  03 


12,019  41 
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Brought  forward^ 

$1,199 

03 

A.  J.  Sawyer,  pipe 

4 

20 

Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  Corporation, 

scythes,  bolts,  etc.  . 

4 

14 

Patrick  Corliss,  manure 

3 

50 

Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  paper  and 

twine  ..... 

3 

20 

William  A.  Haskell,  brooms 

1 

00 

Francis  Doane  &  Co.,  stamp  pad  . 

25 

1,215  32 


September,  1897. 


James    H.    Morton,    salary  and 

sundries  ..... 

$221 

03 

TV  Jf*                            Till  1 

M.  Coultnurst,   mason-work  on 

greenhouse  .... 

130 

00 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  oats,  straw. 

etc  . 

43 

69 

Waldo  Bros.,  cement  and  lime 

24 

00 

Daniel  Waugh,  board  of  horse 

23 

00 

G.  Fuller  &  Son,  lumber 

20 

50 

Thomas  Mayo,  oil,  rakes,  etc 

16 

2T 

Danys  Zirngieble,  seeds 

11 

50 

Curtis  &  Pope  Lumber  Co.,  lum- 

ber ...... 

9 

45 

James  Travers,  horseshoeing 

9 

00 

Charles  S.  Brown  Co.,  carriage- 

hire        .        .  . 

8 

00 

Ames  Plow  Co.,  stone  drag  . 

5 

32 

R.  &  J.  Farquahar  &  Co.,  wire, 

seed,  etc.  .... 

5 

05 

A.  A.  White  &  Co.,  paint  . 

3 

17 

Hill  &  Hill,  sheep  skins 

2 

76 

Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  Corporation, 

screws  and  pawls 

2 

40 

535  14 


October,  1897. 

James   H.   Morton,    salary  and 

sundries  $223  42 

Municipal  Printing  Office,  office- 
books,  deeds  and  bonds    .        .  91  54 


Carried  forward,  $314  96     $3,769  87 
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Brought  forward^ 
Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  oats  and 

straw 
J.  B.  Mulvey,  sods 
Curtis  &  Pope  Lumber  Co.,  lum- 
ber ...... 

Waldo  Bros,  lime  and  cement 
A.  H.  Hews  &  Co.,  flower-pots 
Thomas  Mayo,  hardware 
Daniel  Waugh,  board  of  horse 
N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  office  tele 
phone  .... 

John  W.  Fleming,  repairing  har- 
ness .... 

Charles  White,  repairing  wagon 
etc.  .... 

Mrs.  Bridget  Kelly,  manure 
Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  stationery 
Albert  Geiger,  Jr.,  loam 
Gorman  &  Lynch,  horseshoeing 
Thomas  J.  Grey  &  Co.,  bulbs 
Ames  Plow  Co.,  shovels 
Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  Corporation. 

grindstone 
Charles  H.  Alden,  books,  pencils, 
etc.  .... 


1314 

96 

59 

59 

46 

10 

33 

52 

30 

90 

27 

13 

22 

10 

22 

00 

21 

00 

20 

25 

16 

60 

15 

00 

13 

83 

10 

20 

7 

50 

6 

00 

5 

41 

5 

09 

3 

45 

680  63 


November,  1897. 

Leonard  W.  Ross,  balance  due  on 
contract  made  with  Board  of 

.  Health,  October  1,  1889,  for 
care  of  city  cemeteries 

Winslow  &  Co.,  coal  . 

James  H.  Morton,  salary  and  sun- 
dries      .        .        .  ... 

Thomas  Mayo,  tools,  iron  pipe,  etc., 

Matthew  Coulthurst,  mason-woik 
on  greenhouse 

A.  H.  Hews  &  Co.,  flower-pots  . 

Waldo  Bros.,  lime,  brick  and  ce- 
ment ..... 


1400 

00 

249 

00 

233 

78 

84 

80 

74 

00 

66 

00 

69 

50 

Carried  forward^ 
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Brought  forward,  ^1,177  08     *4,450  50 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  oats  and 
straw  ..... 

Curtis  &  Pope  Lumber  Co.,  lum- 
ber ...... 

Thomas  J.  Grey  &  Co.,  bulbs 
Daniel  Waugh,  board  of  horse 
Perry  Bros.  &  Co.,  brick 
Agnes  M.  Sheridan,  services  as 
stenographer  .... 

McBarron  &  Co.,  iron 
James  Travers,  horseshoeing 
Municipal  Printing  Office,  printing, 
A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  lumber. 
Hill  &  Hill,  webbing  . 
Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  stationery  . 

1,399  10 


42 

30 

A  1 

\  Q 
•iO 

A  f\ 

6b 

Zo 

C\(\ 

CiCi 

on 

OA 
ZU 

UU 

9 

14 

8 

50 

4 

94 

3 

66 

3 

15 

2 

70 

December,  1897. 
James  H.  Morton,  salary  and  sun- 
dries   $221  39 

John  J.  Burnes,  care  of  two  lots 
for  1897,  and  removing  snow 
from  sidewalks  of  cemeteries, 
November  20  and  23        .        .  74  45 

Daniel  Waugh,  board  of  horse     .  32  00 

T.  F.  Manning,  manure       .        .  14  00 

James  Travers,  horseshoeing        .  8  50 

Charles  H.  Alden,  copying-books,  3  75 


354  09 


Total  $6,203  69 

Total  bills  and  salaries  ....  $6,208  69 
Total  rolls  24,413  56 


Total  bills,  salaries  and  rolls      .         .    $30,617  25 

Special  Appropriation  For  Soldiers'  Burial  Lot. 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  $2,500. 
Pay-Roll,  1897. 
Week  ending  Oct.    7  .       .       .       $142  00 
"    14  .       .       .         263  00 


Carried  forward. 


$405  00 


Cemetery  Department. 
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Brought  forward^ 
Week  ending  Oct.  21 

a  u  u  28 


Nov.  4 
"  11 
"  18 
25 

Dec.  2 

16 
"  23 


Jan.   6,  1898 
Total  expenditures 


$405  00 
260  00 
295  00 

1194  00 
210  00 
308  00 
210  00 

#210  00 
110  00 
62  00 
136  00 


$960  00 


922  00 


518  00 
100  00 

$2,500  00 


Special    Appropriation   for    Copp's    Hill  Burial 

Ground. 
Reeo7istruction  of  Wall, 

BILL. 

H.  S.  Hussey,  reconstructing  wall    .       .        .       $665  83 


Special  Appropriation  for  Water-pipes,  etc.,  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery. 

Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1897,   $2,990  62 

BILLS. 

Parry  Bros.  &  Co.,  brick     .        .       $218  00 
M.    Coulthurst,    mason- work  on 

greenhouse      .        .        .       .  68  00 

$286  00 


Hitchings  &  Co.  building  greenhouse  at  Mount 

Hope  Cemetery,  as  per  contract  . 
Pay-roll,  week  ending  January  6,  1898  . 

Total  expenditures      .        .        .  . 

Regular  Appropriation. 


2,700  00 
4  62 

$2,990  62 


Receipts 
Expenditures  . 


.  $30,617  25 
.     30,617  25 
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Special  Appropriatlox  for  Soldiers'  Burial  Lot. 

Receipts  |2,500  00 

Expenditures   2,500  00 


Special  Appropriation  for  Copp'sHill  Burial  Ground. 

Reconstruction  of  Wall. 

Receipts   11,000  00 

Expenditures   665  83 


Balance  on  hand  January  31,  1898      .       .       $334  17 

Special  Appropriation  for  Water-pipes,  etc. 

Receipts  |2,990  62 

Expenditures   2,990  62 


MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT. 


Receipts  from  February  1  to  June  1,  1897. 

Appropriation  |;35,000  00 

Interest  on  Perpetual  Care  Fund     .        .       .         863  50 

$35,863  50 


Pay-rolls. 


1897. 


Week  ending  February 

4  . 

$362 

50 

(,<. 

11  . 

356 

00 

il.  (.<, 

u 

18  . 

351 

00 

(,(, 

25  . 

355 

75 

i; 

March 

4  . 

$350 

00 

(4 

11  . 

345 

00 

.  U 

18  . 

397 

00 

(.(. 

25  . 

413 

00 

U 

April 

1  . 

1481 

50 

<.(, 

8  . 

603 

25 

$1,425  25 
1,505  00 


Carried  forward,  $1,084  75     $2,930  25 


Cemetery  Department.  39 
Brought  forward,  |1,084  75     $2,930  25 


W  eek 

ending  April 

oyy  DO 

u 

711  0^^ 

i( 

29  . 

$755  00 

(( 

u 

May 

6  . 

749  13 

<,(, 

13  . 

718  63 

u 

a 

20  . 

867  75 

(( 

u 

27  . 

793  50 

  3,884  01 

Total  19,209  64 


Bills,  January,  1897. 


C.  A.  Prouty,  one  horse 

1225 

00 

James  W  IVforton  salarv  and  sun- 

dries       .        .        .        .   ■  . 

174 

22 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  oats,  hay, 

etc.  ..... 

160 

80 

P.  F.  McDonald,  iron 

118 

29 

Ferd.    F.    French   &    Co.,  two 

sleighs  ..... 

105 

00 

Hill  &  Hill,  harness,  etc. 

58 

62 

Gilbride  &  Grey,  seeds  and  tools  . 

58 

52 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  cemetery 

telephone 

47 

75 

F.  D.  Rideout,  salary  .        .       .  • 

41 

67 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  office  tele- 

phone ..... 

39 

00 

A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  lumber, 

35 

40 

Thomas  Mayo,  hardware,  etc. 

30 

45 

A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  lumber, 

23 

04 

Waldo  Brothers,  cement 

19 

50 

Wayside  Farm,  plants 

18 

00 

Thomas  J.  Grey  &  Co.,  seeds 

17 

50 

Ames    Plow  Co.,  pick  handles. 

wedges,  etc.  .... 

16 

58 

M.  S.  Morton,  kerosene  oil  and 

meal  ..... 

10 

09 

Sartwell,  Heinold  &  Humphrey, 

harness  goods  .... 

8 

47 

Carried  forward. 


$1,207  90 


40 
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Brought  forward,  $1,207  90 

"  Boston  Transcript,"  obituary    .  6  25 

E.  A.  Brown  &  Co  ,  powder  and 

fuse   3  40 

Thomas  Mayo,  hardware      .        .  3  08 

 $1,220  63 

February,  1897. 


James    H.    Morton,    salary  and 


sundries  ..... 

$175 

28 

Mars  ton  &  Converse  Co.,  coal 

85 

40 

Boston  Water- works,  water-rates  . 

71 

50 

Edward  Arnold,  mats  . 

45 

50 

F.  D.  Rideout,  salary  . 

41 

67 

Isabella  O'Brien,  clerical  services 

on  report  .... 

40 

00 

Jas.  A.  Hearn  &  Co.,  office  books, 

13 

00 

J.  G.  Smith,  stenographer  . 

15 

00 

Printing  Department,  stamps 
Rockwell    &  Churchill,  printing 

10 

00 

stock  ..... 

8 

20 

E.  A.  Brown,  powder  and  fuse  . 

4 

50 

Thomas  Mayo,  sponges,  brooms. 

etc.  ..... 

5 

77 

Samuel  Hobbs-  &  Co.,  stationery  . 

7 

18 

  523  00 

March,  1897. 


Ferd.  F.  French  &  Co.,  buggy  and 

repairs  ..... 

$280 

00 

James  H.  Morton,  salary  and  sun- 

dries      .       .        .  . 

177 

02 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  oats,  straw, 

etc.  ..... 

158 

96 

A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  lumber. 

106 

74 

E.  C.  March,  carpentering  work  . 

51 

00 

F.  D.  Rideout,  salarv  . 

41 

66 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  office  tele- 

phone ..... 

39 

00 

Thomas  Mayo,  hardware 

11 

35 

R.  &  J.  Farquahar  &  Co.,  seeds  . 

11 

18 

Rockwell  &  Churchill,  printing  . 

10 

70 

James  Travers,  horseshoeing 

8 

00 

Carried  forioard^ 


$895  61     $1,743  63 


Cemetery  I )i:pa rtmknt. 


41 


Brought  forward^ 
H.  G.  Jordan  &  Co.,  coal 
P.  H.  Henderson  &  Son,  carriage 

repairs     .        .        .  . 
Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  paper  and 

twine  ..... 
Printing  Department,  stamps 
Hill  &  Hill,  web  ... 
N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  toll  . 

April,  1897 

James  H.  Morton,  salary  and 
sundries  ..... 

E.  C.  March,  carpenter  work 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  cemetery 
telephone  .... 
W.  T.  Gibbons,  manure 

F.  D.  Rideout,  salary  . 

A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  lumber, 
American  Fertilizer  Co.,  fertilizer, 
A.  H.  Hews  &  Co.,  flower-pots 
Patrick  Corliss,  manure 
Thomas  Mayo,  hardware 
Printing  Department,  stamps 
A.  T.  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  lumber, 
Thomas  J.  Grey  &  Co.,  seeds 
Irving  W.  Wheeler  &  Co.,  duck  . 
McBarron  &  Co.,  bolts,  etc.  . 
Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  stationery. 

May,  1897. 

C.  A.  Prouty,  horse 

James  H.  Morton,  salary  and  sun- 
dries ..... 

Dudley  Feed  Mills  Co.,  oats,  hay, 
etc.  ..... 

E.  C.  March,  carpenter  work 

Geo.  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  coal 

Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  garden 
tools  .... 

Michael  F.  Gray,  plants 

P.  H.  Henderson  &  Son,  carriage 
repairs  ..... 


1895  (-)l     *1J48  f)3 
6  75 

2  95 

2  20 
2  00 
1  65 
80 

  911  96 


W75  62 
75  00 

47  75 
45  50 
41  67 
25  75 
19  00 

16  00 
14  00 

11  14 
10  00 

17  42 

12  90 
7  75 
4  76 
2  54 

  526  80 


$225  00 

182  26 

114  02 
72  00 
69  75 

68  74 
48  25 

46  35 


Carried  forward^ 


$826  37 


$3,182  39 
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Brought  forward^ 
F.  D.  Rideont,  salary  . 
A.  H.  Hews  &  Co.,  flower-pots 
Ames  Plow  Co.,  garden  tools 
Thomas  Mayo,  brooms,  brushes, 

etc. ..... 

C.  C.  Moulton,  fertilizer 

A.  H.  Hews  &  Co.,  flower-pots 

George  M.  Winslow  &  Co.,  coal 

Waldo  Bros.,  cement  . 

Boston  Veterinary  Hospital,  visits 

and  medicine  . 
J.  B.  Fellows  &  Co.,  sprinkler 
R.  &  J.  Farqualiar  &  Co.,  grass 

seed,  rakes,  etc. 
McBarron  &  Co.,  drills,  bolts,  etc. 
Thos.  J.  Grey  &  Co.,  seeds  . 
James  Travers,  horseshoeing 
Schelgel  &  Fottler,  lawn  seed 
E.  A.  Brown,  powder  and  fuse 
Samuel  Hobbs  &  Co.,  stationery 
N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  tolls  . 


1826  37 
41  67 
38  00 
37  85 

35  44 
35  00 
21  25 
21  15 
14  40 

14  00 
13  50 

13  40 

10  46 

11  30 
10  00 

6  55 

3  75 

2  28 
65 


83,182  39 


1,157  02 


Total  bills  and  salaries  . 
Total  rolls  . 


$4,339  41 
9,209  64 


Total  bills,  salaries  and  rolls, 


113,549  05 


Regular  Appropriation. 

Receipts  $35,863  50 

Expenditures   13,549  05 


Balance  on  hand  June  1,  1897  . 


122,314  45 


I 


4 


